
REGISTRATION BROCHURE & CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

interRAI Asia Oceania Regional Conference 2010
3 – 4 May 2010 | Royal on the Park Brisbane

Queensland, Australia



Meeting Secretariat

For all enquiries please contact:

Ms Zareena Prinsloo

interRAI 2010 Conference Secretariat

Conference Action Pty Ltd

PO Box 576 

CROWS NEST   NSW   1585   AUSTRALIA

Telephone: 	 +61 2 9431 8699 (main)

		  +61 2 9431 8641 (direct)

Facsimile:  	 +61 2 9431 8677 

Email:    		 interRAI@conferenceaction.com.au

Conference Venue

Royal on the Park Brisbane

Corner Alice & Albert Streets  

Brisbane  QLD  4000  

Phone: 	 +61 7 3221 3411  

Fax: 	 +61 7 3229 9817  

Web: 	 www.royalonthepark.com.au

Key Dates

Abstract Submission Deadline:	 26 February 2010 

Early Bird Cut-off:		   	 26 February 2010

Conference Dates:			   3 – 4 May 2010

Poster & Trade Exhibition

The exhibition will be held in the Southern Cross Pavilion 
at the Royal on the Park Brisbane from 3 – 4 May 2010.  
Morning teas, lunches & afternoon teas will be served in this 
area to enable you to view all posters and visit exhibitors, 
whose support of the event is much appreciated. 

Website

Please visit www.interrai-au.org for online registration (if paying by credit card) and also up-to-date information on the 
Conference.

INVITATION TO ATTEND
The demand for electronic records and smart use of clinical information is driving the need for robust assessment and 
care planning systems for frail older people and people with chronic physical and mental illness and disability.  interRAI has 
developed the world’s first 3rd generation assessment system, enabling consistent assessment across all care settings.

Interest in the interRAI system is growing across our region, with researchers, clinicians and administrators applying 
instruments in many countries.  

At this meeting, we are privileged to host international experts from around the world – distinguished clinicians, 
measurement scientists and health administrators – who bring a wealth of experience in assessment system design and 
application. 

Join with me to take advantage of this unique event, which will provide interest to all who have a passion for improving 
health care through a systematic approach to assessment and care planning.

 
Professor Len Gray 
interRAI Australia Coordinating Centre
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Call for Abstracts

Abstracts are invited for Oral and Poster presentations. 
Both research papers and descriptions of successful and 
failed demonstrations are welcome.

Closing Date:  26 February 2010

Submission of Abstracts

Please visit the interRAI web site (www.interrai-au.org) and 
follow the links for “Abstract Submission”.

During your abstract submission, you will need to indicate:

•	 whether the abstract is to be considered for an Oral or 
Poster presentation

•	 full contact details for the presenting author

Please note that it is requisite for all accepted abstract 
presenting authors to register for the event. 

Cocktail Party

Venue:	 Southern Cross Pavilion, Royal on the Park
		  Brisbane 

Date:	 Monday, 3 May 2010

Time:	 1830 - 2030 hours 

Cost:	 Included in Full Conference Registration Fee	                                                                             
	 Extra tickets: $60.00 per person

It is hoped all delegates and partners will be able to attend 
this evening as it is a fantastic networking opportunity. 

Accommodation

Accommodation has been reserved at the Royal on the 
Park Brisbane and one alternative venue. Please note that 
each rate given is per room per night and includes GST – 
however only bookings through the Secretariat will obtain 

these rates. To secure your booking, a minimum of the first 
night’s deposit is required with the registration form. 

Royal on the Park Brisbane
Corner Alice & Albert Streets, Brisbane QLD 4000  
www.royalonthepark.com.au

•	 Deluxe Room (Standard) - $181.00 per room, per night 

•	 Available in Single (1 x king bed in room) or Twin (2 x 
separate beds in room)

•	 The above room rate applies to existing bedding in above 
room type.  Additional person rates apply to occupants 
above existing bedding and if a rollaway is required

•	 Rates given are per room per night and include GST

•	 Check-in time is 1400 hours 

•	 Check-out time is before 1000 hours

•	 Breakfast is not included

M on Mary Apartment Hotel
70 Mary Street, Brisbane, Qld  4000
www.monmary.com.au  

(10 minute walk to the Conference venue)

•	 1 Bedroom Apartment + Study

•	 $157.00 per night (minimum 2 night stay)

•	 1 x King

•	 Fully-equipped kitchen with oven microwave, dishwasher 
and gas cook tops

•	 Fully-equipped laundry with washing machine, clothes 
dryer, iron & ironing board

•	 Rollaway-beds available (fee applies)

•	 Rates given are per room per night and include GST

•	 Check-in time is 1400 hours 

•	 Check-out time is before 1000 hours

Important Information for Accommodation         
Late Arrivals

•	 If you plan to arrive after 1800 hours, please advise the 
Secretariat in advance to ensure the room is held for 
you and not released

Cancellation Policy 

•	 The deposit is non-refundable and will be forfeited if you 
do not arrive on the date specified on your registration 
form  

•	 Any cancellations made within 21 days prior to the 
original check in-date will incur a fee of 1 night’s deposit

•	 Any cancellations made within 14 days prior to the original 
check in-date will incur a fee of the total accommodation 
nights cancelled
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interRAI Asia Oceania 
Regional Conference 2010

Professor Brant E. Fries, PhD 
- United States of America 

Brant is a Professor of Health Management and Policy at 
the School of Public Health and Research Professor at the 
Institute of Gerontology, University of Michigan, and Chief 
of Health Systems Research for the Geriatric Research, 
Education, and Clinical Center at the Ann Arbor VA Medical 
Center. He is the President of interRAI and a principal author 
of the Resource Utilization Groups (RUG-III) system for 
classifying nursing home residents, used nationwide in the 
United States (US) for payment to nursing homes. Recently he 
lead a major project across the USA to revise this instrument, 
which will soon be released as RUG-IV. His areas of work are 
in developing intake and triage systems based on interRAI 
instruments, and in developing a supplement to the mental 
health instrument for application in prisons.

Associate Professor 
Katherine Berg, PhD, PT - 
Canada 

Katherine is Associate Professor and the Department Chair of 
Physical Therapy at the University of Toronto, Canada, and an 
Adjunct Associate Professor at University of Waterloo, Canada. 
Dr Berg is best known for her work in developing the widely 
used “Berg balance scale”. Her research focuses on the elderly 
and measurement issues, both in terms of outcome measures 
and quality indicators. 

Professor Anja Declercq - 
Belgium

Anja has a degree in applied economics and in sociology and a 
Ph.D. in social sciences. She currently is Professor at the Faculty 
of Social Sciences of the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven and 
Project Manager at Lucas, an interdisciplinary research institute 

of that same university. Her research mainly focuses on care for 
elderly people, in terms of innovation and quality improvement. 
In Belgium, she manages a government sponsored project to 
research the conditions in which interRAI LTCF and InterRAI 
HC could be implemented at a national level. She is also involved 
in a project concerning the use of the interRAI AC. She became 
an associated interRAI Fellow in 2007.

Dr Harriet Finne-Soveri, MD, 
PhD - Finland

A geriatric consultant, graduated from the University of Helsinki 
in 1980. Harriet became board-certified in geriatric medicine 
in 1994. She has been involved in research and publications 
in the geriatric field since 1982 and in 1995 began research 
with the MDS. At present, Dr. Finne-Soveri is the Chief Medical 
Officer and Managing Director in the largest nursing home in 
Helsinki, Finland. She also is a Senior Lecturer at the University 
of Helsinki, Finland, and has been on the medical faculty in 
geriatric medicine since 1993. Her other appointments include 
Researcher at the National Research and Development Centre 
(STAKES) since 1994, interRAI Fellow (1997) and member of 
EAMA (1998).

Dr Nigel Millar - New 
Zealand

Dr Nigel Millar is the Chief Medical Officer at the Canterbury 
District Health Board in New Zealand. As part of the Executive 
Management Team, he provides advice to the Board and 
management on clinical governance and clinical standards, and 
provides strategic leadership and professional support for 
clinical staff in hospitals and community services. 

Nigel also spends about 30% of his time involved in clinical work 
at Princess Margaret and Christchurch Hospitals. Specialising 
in geriatric and general medicine, Nigel is a graduate from the 
University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

SPEAKERS
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SPEAKERS interRAI Asia Oceania 
Regional Conference 2010

Professor John Hirdes - 
Canada

Dr Hirdes is the senior Canadian Fellow, a Board Member 
of interRAI (www.interrai.org), and chair of the interRAI 
Network of Excellence in Mental Health (iNEMH). He also 
chairs the interRAI Area Network of Canada, a collaborative 
network of researchers and graduate students from across 
Canada. Dr Hirdes led interRAI efforts to create several 
interRAI instruments including the Contact Assessment, 
Mental Health, Community Mental Health, and Intellectual 
Disability instruments. He was also the lead researcher in 
development of the System for Classification of In-Patient 
Psychiatry, the Method for Assigning Priority Levels in 
home care, and Home Care Quality Indicators (as co-PI). 
He is a member of the interRAI Instrument and Systems 
Development committee that produced the new suite of 
instruments and care planning protocols. He has also recently 
been appointed to the Board of the Seniors Health Research 
Transfer Network (SHRTN) in Ontario.

Dr Brigette Larkins, PhD, 
Med, MNZSTA - New Zealand

Brigette is Senior Project Manager for the Ministry of Health 
in New Zealand leading the national implementation of 
the interRAI Home Care and Contact Assessments across 
the District Health Boards. Her work experience includes 
clinical, policy, management and academic roles. She has a 
Masters in Education from Canterbury University in NZ and 
a PhD in Speech Pathology from the University of Queensland, 
Australia. Brigette is Adjunct Senior Fellow at the University of 
Canterbury, holds Honorary Lecturer status with the University 
of Auckland, and is an Associate Member of the Communication 
Disability Research Centre, University of Queensland. She has 
a special interest in the rehabilitation of acquired neurogenic 
communication disorders and has worked clinically in this 
field. Her research interests focus particularly on the speech 
pathology application of the World Health Organisation ICF 
model, and functional communication assessment. Brigette 
led the Canterbury District Health Board initial pilot of the 
interRAI HC and the subsequent implementation of the Home 
Care and Contact Assessments within the District. She was 
invited to become an Associate interRAI Fellow in 2008.

Dr John Morris, PhD - United 
States of America

John holds the Alfred A. and Gilda Slifka Research Chair at 
the Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for the Aged, in Boston, 
Massachusetts, USA, where he serves as Co-Director of the 
HRCA Research and Training Institute. He leads the instrument 
development process within interRAI. Among his extensive list 
of achievements, he has developed and tested quality indicators 
for long term and post-acute care. Recently, he has lead 
development of an interRAI wellness assessment system for 
retirement communities.

Professor Len Gray - 
Australia

Len Gray is Professor of geriatric medicine at the University of 
Queensland. Within interRAI, he has lead development of the 
interRAI Acute Care since 2003, rebuilding the instrument and 
adapting it for use in geriatric consultation and ward care. He 
has combined his interest in assessment systems with his work 
in telemedicine, developing systems for “online” assessment 
and support for video-consultation. 
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAM

0700 – 1700 Registration Desk Open

0800 – 0930 Preliminary Session
Introduction to the interRAI System of Assessment and Care Planning. This session is for delegates with limited prior 
knowledge of interRAI. It will cover the basic principles and features of the interRAI system.

Professor Len Gray and Dr Brigette Larkins

0930 – 1000 Morning Tea

1000 – 1230 Plenary Session 1: Official Opening
Recent Advances in the interRAI System 
Professor Brant Fries

New Systems for New Settings 
Professor John Hirdes

Scaling within interRAI: An Introduction 
Associate Professor Katherine Berg

Developments in the Region 
Dr Nigel Millar

1230 – 1330 Lunch

1330 – 1500 Workshop Session 1

Workshop A:
Mental Health – Community, 
Hospital, Correctional 
Facilities 
Facilitated by Professor John Hirdes 
and Professor Brant Fries

Mental health systems serve 
hospitals and community mental 
health programs with supplements 
for general community care and 
correctional facilities.

Workshop B:
Clinical Assessment Protocols 
and Scales 
Facilitated by Dr John Morris and 
Associate Professor Katherine Berg

Clinical assessment systems 
(CAPs) and scales are core 
outputs of interRAI systems to 
support clinical and care planning 
processes - established and 
emerging scales. 

Workshop C:
Free Papers: Research and 
Demonstration Projects 
Facilitated by Dr Nigel Millar and Dr 
Gunnar Ljunggren

1500 – 1530 Afternoon Tea

1530 – 1700 Plenary Session 2
Assessing Older People in Hospital 
Professor Len Gray

Quality Indicators & Quality Monitoring 
Dr Harriet Finne-Soveri

New Directions in interRAI: Self-Assessment and Quality of Life 
Dr John Morris

1830 – 2030 Conference Cocktail Party

Monday 3 May 2010

interRAI Asia Oceania 
Regional Conference 2010
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAM

0700 – 1530 Registration Desk Open

0715 – 0845 Breakfast Briefing Session for Policy Makers and Administrators*

Professor Brant Fries and Professor John Hirdes

Following a brief introductory presentation, an extended Q & A session will address high level issues including 
implementation strategies and the use of interRAI systems for policy development & service system management. 
*(This session has limited seating and is not included in the Conference registration fees. Please refer to the registration form to pre-book)

0900 – 1030 Workshop Session 2

Workshop D:
Assessing in Hospital 
Facilitated by Professor Len Gray and 
Nathalie Wellens 

The interRAI Acute Care, 
Emergency Screener, and Post-
Acute systems.  Applications 
of these systems for geriatric 
consultation, ward based 
care, “online assessment” and 
telemedicine. Including the 
new hybrid Acute-Post-Acute 
assessment system.

Workshop E:
Quality Indicators 
Facilitated by Dr John Morris and Dr 
Harriet Finne-Soveri

Quality indicators for Long 
Term Care, Home Care and 
Acute Care. How they work 
and how they can be used 
for benchmarking and quality 
monitoring. The self-assessment 
instruments for wellness and 
quality of life.

Workshop F: 
Serving Special Interest 
Groups:  Palliative Care, 
Intellectual Disability, Hearing 
and Visually Impaired 
Facilitated by Assistant Professor Trevor 
Smith and Professor John Hirdes 

interRAI systems extend to persons 
at the end of life, and younger 
people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities.

1030 – 1100 Morning Tea

1100 – 1230 Plenary Session 3: Implementing Systems
Screening and Triage Systems 
Professor John Hirdes

Multi-Setting Implementations
Professor Anja Declercq

Software Systems 
Dr Nigel Millar

1230 – 1330 Lunch

1330 – 1500 Workshop Session 4

Workshop G:
Software systems:  
Demonstrations
Facilitated by Dr Nigel Millar and 
Professor Anja Declercq  

An in depth examination of how 
interRAI systems are computerised.  
Desirable features will be discussed.  
Software vendors will demonstrate 
aspects of their applications.

Workshop E: 
Researching with interRAI 
Systems: Comparing Services 
and Nations 
Facilitated by Dr Harriet Finne Soveri, 
Dr John Morris and Mr Magnus 
Bjorkgren

interRAI systems provide an 
excellent platform for policy 
oriented research, including 
comparing systems of care across 
regions and nations. Excellent 
examples include the European 
Adhoc and Shelter studies.

Workshop F: 
Training and Trainers 
Facilitated by Dr Brigette Larkins, 
Ms Bonnie Pimm and Dr Reudi 
Gilgen 

How training is conducted, 
for assessors, physicians and 
readers.  Training trainers. For 
delegates interested in training 
issues.

1500 – 1600 Plenary Session 4
The Future of Assessment Systems?
Professor Len Gray                                                                                                    

Final Qs & As – Panel Discussion
Closing Remarks 
Professor Brant Fries

1600 Meeting Close

Tuesday 4 May 2010
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interRAI Asia Oceania 
Regional Conference 2010GENERAL INFORMATION

Registration Desk

The Registration Desk will be located outside the Southern 
Cross Pavilion at the Royal on the Park Brisbane. Staff at the 
Registration Desk will be happy to help with any queries.

Name Badges 

All delegates will be given a name badge at registration. This 
badge will be the official pass to sessions, teas, lunches and 
the Cocktail Party. It is necessary for delegates to wear their 
name badges at all times when on-site for security reasons.

Messages 

A message board will be located next to the Registration 
Desk throughout the Conference.

Smoking Policy 

The Conference policy is that there will be “no smoking” 
inside the Royal on the Park Brisbane – smoking is only 
permitted in the outdoor areas.

Credit Cards

Credit cards accepted at the Registration Desk are 
MasterCard, AMEX and Visa. Please note that Diners is not 
accepted.The majority of hotels, restaurants and shops will 
accept all major credit cards. 

Goods and Services Tax (GST)

Please note that all prices quoted throughout this document 
(registration fees, social events, etc) are inclusive of GST.

Insurance

As you will be incurring considerable expense when 
attending this event, it is strongly recommended that you 
take out an insurance policy of your choice when booking 
your travel arrangements. 

Disclaimer of Liability

The Organising Committee, including the Secretariat, and 
interRAI will not accept liability for damages of any nature 
sustained by participants or their accompanying persons or 
loss of or damage to their personal property as a result of 
the Conference or related events.

Air Travel

For the best airfares to Brisbane, please book online at the 
following web sites:

•	 www.qantas.com.au

•	 www.jetstar.com

•	 www.virginblue.com.au

•	 www.tigerairways.com

Airtrain Transport from Brisbane 
Domestic Airport

•	 Travel from the Airport to Brisbane City in 22 minutes.

•	 From 0600 hours to 2000 hours daily, 7 days per week.

•	 The Airtrain departs every 15 minutes during peak 
hours

•	 The Airtrain departs every 30 minutes outside peak 
hours

•	 An adult single ticket will cost $14.50 and can be 
purchased online or at the Brisbane Domestic Airport

•	 For further information visit: http://www.airtrain.com.au

Transport from Brisbane to Sunshine 
Coast for ANZSGM 2010 ASM

Bus transportation has been arranged for delegates attending 
the Australian & New Zealand Society of Geriatric Medicine 
2010 Annual Scientific Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Coolum 
from 5 – 7 May 2010. The cost of this service will be $30.00 per 
person. Further information will be provided closer to the date 
of the conference. Please indicate on the registration form if 
you require a seat to be reserved for you on the bus. 
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interRAI Asia Oceania 
Regional Conference 2010REGISTRATION FEES

Cancellation Policy

All cancellations or alterations should be put in writing to the InterRAI 2010 Conference Secretariat. 

If cancellation is received in writing: 

•	 By 12 February 2010: 	 $100.00 cancellation fee will apply
•	 By 10 April 2010: 	 50% of registration monies paid will be refunded
•	 After 10 April 2010: 	 No refund of registration.
				    Refund of accommodation monies paid is at the discretion of the hotel.*

*Refer to Page 3 of the Registration Brochure for accommodation cancellation policy. 
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Fees

On or before 
26.02.10

After 26.02.10

Full Conference $595.00 $695.00
One Day* $375.00 $375.00

 
*One Day delegates are not entitled to the inclusive cocktail 
party ticket however a ticket can be purchased at the guest 
rate of $60.00 per ticket.

Full Delegate Entitlements

•	 Entry to all plenary and workshop sessions 

•	 Entry to trade exhibition & poster area

•	 Morning/afternoon teas and lunches during the 
Conference

•	 Cocktail Party ticket

•	 Satchel

•	 Final Program & Abstract Book

Note:	 The Breakfast Briefing Session on Tuesday 4th 
May 2010 is not included in the registration fees. 
Tickets are $50.00 per person (includes a sit-down 
hot breakfast).  Advanced bookings are essential 
as this session has limited seating.  See enclosed 
registration form.

Acknowledgement	

Registrations will be acknowledged via email with confirmation 
of your requirements according to your registration form, 
together with a tax invoice receipt. Bookings will only be 
confirmed when payment is received.

Method of Payment

•	 Payment of fees must accompany all registration forms 

•	 All cheques, international bank drafts, money orders 
must be made payable to “interRAI Australia” 

•	 Bank cheques and drafts must be drawn on a major 
branch of an Australian Bank in Australian dollars  

•	 Register online at www.interrai-au.org if you are paying 
by credit card.  Credit cards accepted are MasterCard, 
AMEX & Visa (please note Diners is NOT accepted)



REGISTRATION FORM

interRAI Asia Oceania Regional Conference 2010
ABN 43 248 254 931  |  ALL FIGURES ARE IN AUSTRALIAN DOLLARS AND INCLUDE GST.

Why not register online at www.interRAI-au.org?

Section A: Delegate Details

Title:			   Given Name:					     Surname:

Position: 

Organisation: 

Address: 

Suburb: 				    State:  			   Country: 				   Postcode:

Telephone: (       )   						     Facsimile: (       )  

Email: 
(required for your emailed confirmation details)

Dietary Requirements: 
(this is not dietary preferences but actual requirements such as vegetarian, vegan, lactose intolerant, halal, etc)

Section B: Registration Fees

On or before 26 Feb 2010 After 26 Feb 2010 Payment

Full conference $595.00 $695.00 $

One Day* $375.00 $375.00 $

* Please tick day of attendance for One Day Delegates □ Monday, 3 May 2010      □ Tuesday, 4 May 2010  

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES $

Section C: Accommodation

Arrival Date:           / 5 / 2010 Departure Date:          / 5 / 2010

Royal on the Park, Brisbane

Deluxe Room type: Please tick ()

□ Single	 	  □ Double	  	 □ Twin	  	

□ Smoking	  	
 

□ Non-Smoking	  □ Sharing with

M on Mary

□ 1 Bedroom Apartment + Study	 □ Sharing with

Royal on the Park Brisbane King Room (single/double/twin) $181.00 $

M on Mary 1 Bedroom Apartment + Study $157.00 $

TOTAL ACCOMMODATION $
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Section D: Social Events

Date Event Cost Payment

3 May Cocktail Party

Full conference N/A Attending Yes □ or No □ $

Extra ticket $60.00 x                  No. of Tickets $

TOTAL SOCIAL EVENTS $

Section E: Breakfast Session

Date Event Cost No. of tickets Payment

4 May Breakfast Briefing Session $50.00 $

TOTAL BREAKFAST SESSIONS $

Section F: Bus transfer to Sunshine Coast
Please indicate below if you require transportation from the Royal on the Park Brisbane to the Hyatt Regency Coolum for the ANZSGM 
2010 ASM:

Date Cost Payment

4 May $30.00 x                  No. Seats $

TOTAL BUS TRANSFERS $

Section G: Total Payment

Payment Section B Registration Fees ………………………………………………….………. $

Payment Section C Accommodation ……………………………………..…………………… $

Payment Section D Cocktail Party …..…………….…………….……………………………. $

Payment Section E Breakfast Briefing Session  …………….…….…………………………. $

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE $

Section H: Payment Options

□ CREDIT CARD	 □ MasterCard	 □ Visa	 □ AMEX	 (note Diners is NOT accepted)

Cardholder Name:						          Expiry Date:

Card Number: 

Signature:							          Date:

□ CHEQUE   (note - Cheque payments MUST be accompanied with a copy of the completed registration form)					   

All cheques and bank drafts must be in Australian Dollars & drawn on an Australian Bank. Please make payable to interRAI Australia.

Please complete and return to: 
interRAI 2010 SECRETARIAT
PO Box 576, CROWS NEST   NSW   1585   AUSTRALIA
Telephone: +61 2 9431 8641     Facsimile: +61 2 9431 8677     Email: interrai@conferenceaction.com.au 

PRIVACY CLAUSE: In registering for this event relevant details will be incorporated into a delegate list (name & organisation only) and may be made available to parties 
directly related to the event including the interRAI Organising Committee, the Conference Secretariat, accommodation providers (for the purpose of room bookings 
only) and key sponsors. This information will also be added to a database for future interRAI events.   
□ I do not wish my details to be added to this database. 11


